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Status and strategy for utilization 
of sea cucumber in Norway



Main objective

The Directorate of Fisheries’ shall promote profitable economic 
activity through sustainable and user-oriented management of 
marine resources and marine environment.



Sea cucumber 



Underutilized resources

•Primarily as bycatch
• Shrimp trawling
• Norwegian lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) trawling

•Approximately 24,5 tonnes landed since 2007
• Mainly red sea cucumber

• 16,6 tonnes since 2018



Regulations

•No regulation of sea cucumber
•Strict regulations around use of fishing gear
• Allowed to catch as bycatch



Dispensations in the past

•Dispensasjon with trawl (usually with small adjustments)
• No longer 

•Challenges with:
• Bycatch
• Lack of reports



Now

•Four companies has permission to test out new gear

•Grants dispensation one year at a time

• Some of the new gear show promice



Requirements for obtaining a dispensation

•New technology
• Perform better than trawls in terms of:
• Bottom impact
• Bycatch

•Need to have a research institute on the team

•Restricted area



Some of the new gears look promising



Thank you for listening

Questions?

Mail: Bard.aarbakke@fiskeridir.no


