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Setting the scene



Where it started – Several food/feed crises in 
Europe



High speed

“The principle of mutual recognition, while preserving local, regional and 
national traditions, allowed the EU to realise an internal market without 

having to adopt hundreds of ‘vertical’ directives.13. However, even 
among European member states, which are relatively similar 
in terms of regulatory approach, national regulations cannot 
always ensure equivalent levels of protection. “ (Alemanno, 2010 

– see notes in this slide)

«White paper» 

(EC) 178/2002



The European response - (EC) 178/2002 

• «EU General Food Law»  - Decision on our food safety «model»:

• «Risk» = A function of the probability of an adverse health effect and the severity of 
that effect, consequential to a hazard

• «Risk analysis» =  A process consisting of three interconnected components: risk 
assessment, risk management and risk communication

• «Risk management» =  The process of weighing policy alternatives in consultation 
with interested parties, considering risk assessment and other legitimate factors, and, 
if need be, selecting appropriate prevention and control options

• «Risk communication» = The interactive exchange of information and opinions 
throughout the risk analysis process as regards hazards and risks, risk-related factors 
and risk perceptions, among risk assessors, risk managers, consumers, feed and food 
businesses, the academic community and other interested parties, including the 
explanation of risk assessment findings… . 



The European response – (EC) 178/2002

• Establishment of the European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA):



EFSA



EFSA



EFSA – Questions (mandates) and replies
(opinions)

• EFSA receives questions (mandates) from the
Commission, the Parliament, Member States, and «self
mandates»

• EFSA evaluates risks

• EFSA publishes «opinions»

• EFSA (risk) communicates



EFSA - Organisation

• Management Board (EEA-countries are not representet)

• Advisory Forum (Norway is represented by the Director, VKM)

• EFSA national focal points (VKM is the Norwegian Focal Point) 
kontaktpunkt)

• Scientific Committee

• Scientific panels: Nutrition, Food Packaging, Food Additives, Chemical 
Contaminants, Biological Hazards, Animal Health & Welfare, Animal Feed, 
GMO, Plan Protection, Plant Health = 10 panels (there are Norwegian 
members of EFSA’s panels and working groups.)

• Staff/employees (Norwegians can work in EFSA)



Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food and Environment 
(VKM)

• From food safety scandals to one food law and one Food 
Safety Authority

• Holistic approach and distinction between science (risk 
assessment) and decision making (risk management)

• Safe food and the population’s TRUST in safe food: Main 
drivers



VKM’s remit – Food and environment: Cross-disciplinary
interaction

• VKM carries out cross-disciplinary risk assessment within the food
and environmental areas. Mandates from the Norwegian Food Safety
Authority and the Norwegian Environment Agency - Two «clients» –
Shared responsibility across different sectoral regulations

• VKM is the Norwegian Focal Point for EFSA and has a seat in the
EFSA Advisory Forum

• VKM is the Norwegian CITES Scientific Authority (CITES SA)



VKM - EFSA



VKM as Focal point



VKM’s role as Focal Point



VKM’s role as Focal Point

• Exchange of information

• Sharing of expertise

• Data sharing

• Promote harmonisation

• Participation in the Focal Point Network (together with all 
MS, potential MS, and observer countries)

• Assist EFSA in the development of networks

• Identify and assist art.36 institutions.



New role as of 2019

• Advise Norwegian stakeholders on application
procedures for regulated products:

• EFSA is registering about 500 mandates

• Governed by about 34 different directives and 
regulations

• Following 39 workflows



Regulated products – Novel food and traditional food
applications



Where to start?

• The Competent Authority in Norway is the Norwegian 
Food Safety Authority (NFSA) 



EFSA – Detailed guidelines 



EFSA – Detailed guidelines



EFSA channel on YouTube



VKM – Also a starting point for information



More about EFSA and/or VKM?

• Get in touch!

• Or get in touch with your own national EFSA Focal Point

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks/eumembers#:~:text=Focal%20Points%20act%20as%20an,research%20institutes%20and%20other%20stakeholders.&text=The%20Focal%20Point%20network%20comprises,Switzerland%20and%20EU%20candidate%20countries.


Questions?





Thank you for your attention!


